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Miracles in Answer to Prayer 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


In this issue we are giving you 
the beautiful Finnish Gold Story, 
written by the famous author and 
Bible teacher, S. D. Gordon. We 
print it by the permission of the 
publishers, Fleming Revell. It is 
printed in a_ beautiful booklet, 
which many of our readers other- 
wise could not get. 


Does God work miracles in an- 
swer to prayer? He certainly does 
when it pleases Him. He does not 
do them at the whim of sight- 
seers. There are many shams and 
frauds abroad in the world, many 
claim as miracles things which are 
not miracles. Miracles, even in Bi- 
ble times, were rare. But God is a 
miracle-working God. He is the 
unchangeable God. His creation of 
the universe by the hand of Jesus 
Christ was a miracle. His day by 
day sustaining of the whole uni- 
verse is an ever present miracle 
(Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3). Christianity 
is the only miracle religion. Cre- 
ation was a miracle, not a natural 
process. The writing of the Bible 
was a supernatural miracle. The 
birth of Christ was a miracle. So 
was His resurrection from _ the 
dead and His ministry was marked 
with many miracles. 


Throughout the Bible we are en- 
couraged to believe in miracles. In 
Jeremiah 32:17 the inspired proph- 
et says: 

“Ah, Lord God! behold, thou 
hast made the heaven and 
the earth by thy great power 
and stretched out arm, and 
there is nothing too hard for 
thee.” 


In the same chapter God an- 
swers back in verse 26 and 27: 
“Then came the word of the 
Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, 
Behold, I am the Lord, the 
God of all flesh: is there any- 
thing too hard for me?” 


Jeremiah 33:3 is an undeniable 
invitation to pray for miracles. 
“Call unto me, and I will an- 


Book Notes 


The beloved evangelist, MEL 
TROTTER, head of the Grand 
Rapids Rescue Mission, has gone 
home to be with the Lord whom he 
loved so well. His life story, These 
Forty Years (120 pages, cloth 
bound), was printed in England. 
The supply in America is nearly 
exhausted and the publisher has 
raised the price to 75c a copy. Still 
a great bargain, and at this ad- 
vanced rate we bought a number 
of copies for our friends. We hope 
you will read the book. Send 75c 
for the book postpaid, and we are 
sure you will be blessed by it. 


A mission superintendent wrote 
us for recommendation of the best 
books to read on the Holy Spirit 
and on the second coming of Christ. 


We recommended without any hes-- 


itation, Dr. R.:.A. Torrey’s book, 
The Holy Spirit, Who He Is and 
What He Does (a large cloth bound 
book, 201 pages, price $1.50), as 
the very best of its kind on the 
Holy Spirit, His personality and 
how to be filled with Him for soul 
winning work. On prophecy we 
suggested the inexpensive but 
greatly used book, Jesus Is Com- 
ing, by W. E. B. This blessed book 
of 252 pages, cloth bound, sells for 
only 75c, but it is one of the in- 
dispensable text books on this 
question, 


Rev. H. H. Drake, pastor of the 
Terre Haute Bible Church, Terre 
Haute, Indiana, recently sent us 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


swer thee, and shew thee great 

and mighty things, which thou 

knowest not.” 

Christians are invited to pray for 
great things and mighty things, 
things beyond human power and 
comprehension, 

Jesus expressly taught His dis- 
ciples that if they had faith, no 
miracle is beyond the reach of 
prayer. He said in Matthew 21: 
21, 22: 

‘Verily I say unto you, If 
ye have faith, and doubt not, 
ye shall not only do this which 
is done to the fig tree, but 
also if ye shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, 
and be thou cast into the sea; 
it shall be done. And all 
things, whatsoever ye _ shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive.” 

Note the discussion was about a 
literal fig tree which had withered, 
miraculously, at the word of Je- 
sus Christ. In the same verse, then, 
Jesus must refer to a literal moun- 
tain, and it would certainly be a 
miracle for a mountain to be re- 
moved in answer to prayer and to 
be cast into the sea. 


And so there can be no dispute, 
Jesus plainly says the promise in- 
cludes “all things.” Miracles are 
plainly within the realm of prom- 
ised answers to prayers of faith. 


We cannot manufacture faith 
contrary to the will of God, and we 
cannot fool God, but where God 
gives the faith, God has expressly 
promised to give even miracles in 
answer to prayer. 


Again in Mark 9:23 Jesus said: 

“Tf thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that 
believeth.” 


All things here would certainly 
include miracles. In fact, it in- 
cluded a particular miracle just 
then. The father was encouraged 
to ask a miraculous healing for 
his devil-possessed son, and with 
this encouragement, he did ask and 
received the miracle for which he 
prayed. All things,/literally mir- 
acles, are possible in answer to 
prayer! There are many fakes, 
many counterfeits, and there is 
much unbelief. But God has not 


changed. 
The language of Jesus Christ in 
His promises about answered 


prayer either must be accepted as 


including miracles when God gives |. 


the faith for miracles, or as being 
insincere. Speaking again in Mark 
about the withered fig tree which 
He cursed, Jesus encouraged His 
disciples to pray for such miracles 
and in Mark 11:24 promised: 


“What things soever ye de- 
sire, when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall 
have them.” 

That is a limitless promise. An- 
swers to prayer are not limited to 
things according to natural laws 
nor to things reasonable nor prob- 
able to the finite mind. The an- 
swer to prayer is limited only by 
faith. 


Before the Saviour went away, 
He gave the Great Commission. 
Following that, Jesus said in Mark 
16:17, 18: 

“And these signs shall fol- 
low them that believe; in my _ 
name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; they shall take 
up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover.” 

Jesus did not promise that these 
miracles would follow all who 
trusted for salvation; He prom- 
ised these miracles would follow 
all who trusted for these miracles. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


THE FINNISH GOLD STORY 


How God Miraculously Increased the Money For His Chapel 
Till It Was Enough, In Answer To A Woman’s Prayer 


BY 8S. D. GORDON 


(Printed by permission of Flem- 
ing H. Revell, Publishers. ) 


"If True” 


God never disappoints anyone. 
(Psalm 9:10. ‘Thou, Lord, hast 
never failed them that trust thee.” 
English Prayer-Book Version.) He 
never has. He never does. He nev- 
er will. He cannot. That doesn’t 
mean that there are no disappoint- 
ments. We all know too much of 
life to believe that. But it does 
mean that they are never due to 
God; on the other hand they come 
in spite of God. And they mean as 
much pain to Him as to us, maybe 
more. 


God never breaks His Word. He 
is very jealous about that. No 
banker’s word given in solemn 
promise is half as dependable, for 
banks may break, but God cannot. 
The Scripture cannot be broken. 
(John 10:35). It never has been 
broken yet. God is watching jeal- 
ously over His Word to see that 
it shall never be allowed to fail 
by so much as the dotting of an i, 
or the crossing of a ft. 
Matt. 5:18; 24:35). 


True prayer never fails. It ean't 
because it depends on God, and on 
His pledged Word. I say “true 
prayer,” because the word “prayer” 
is used in a slipshod way for much 
that the earnest heart knows with- 
in itself to be not true prayer. 


Prayer itself is a very simple 
thing. It is the pleading or claim- 
ing by a sincere heart, for some 
needed thing, based on some prom- 
ise of God’s Word, and pleaded on 
the ground of the blood of Jesus 
(Rev, 12:11). Such prayer is very 
simple. Its strength, so far as the 
man praying is concerned, is in 
its simplicity. Such praying never 
fails. It never has. It never does. 
It never will. It cannot. Heaven 
and earth will pass away before 
such prayer can fail. 


It is barely conceivable that 
under certain extraordinary cir- 
cumstances, of the unlikeliest sort, 
the Bank of England might pos- 
sibly be obliged to close its doors, 
or the government at Washington 
fail to meet the interest on its 
bonds. Such things have happened. 
But God won’t permit any trust- 
ing child of His to be disappointed, 
so far as He is concerned. Bonds 
reckoned as “gilt-edged,” and ne- 
gotiable paper as “A-1,” don’t 
rate as high on the Exchange of 
God, nor on the Exchange of His 
trusting follower, as His own 
pledged word. 


“Not a word He has spoken, 
Can ever be broken.” 


When those earthquakes of the 
Book of Revelation came along, 
well-secured first mortgages, and 
“gilt-edged” bank stock, and 
“fancy” securities won’t be worth 
the beautifully engraved paper 
they are written on. But not a 
letter of this old Book of God will 
be affected; not a scrap of God's 
power shall be touched. There'll 
be no shrinking in those securities. 
They'll rate higher than ever be- 
fore. 

There are living illustrations of 
this in every part of the world. 
There are as striking stories in 
present-day life, as that of the 
nameless widow’s bottomless barrel 
up on the east coast of the Med- 
iterranean (I Kings 17:8-16). In 
many a shut-away corner of the 
earth God is proving Himself un- 
failing to those simple and stron 
enough to trust Him, and to wal 


(Jer. 1:12; ' 


the difficult, despised path of faith 
in Him. 

I ran across such a story recent- 
ly. And I want to tell it as sim- 
ply as it came to me. Yet I don’t 
tell it as an exception, but rather 
as the rule of what God is do- 
ing for His trusting and trusted 
ones (Gen. 22:16-18; John 2:24- 
25). The trailing arbutus modest- 
ly hides its beauty and its sweet 
fragrance under the friendly green, 
out of sight. The lily of the valley 
seeks the shaded, retired nook. The 
sweetest flowers are not found in 
the shop window. They are known 
only by those who seek them out in 
the quiet seclusion of the valley or 
hillside. 


There’s a .wondrous modesty 
about truth. Shall I say, with awe- 
touched words, that there’s a sweet 
modesty about God. He speaks to 
all in the unfailing sun, the noise- 
less moon, the life-giving rain and 
dew. But His best is reserved for 
those who come away into the in- 
ner circle. He opens His inner heart 
to all who will come into heart 
touch, but only to these (Psalm 
25:14, margin; John 15:15). 

This story is of a humble, quiet 
woman in one of the shut-away 
corners of the earth; of the sad 
spiritual need of her neighborhood; 
of her simple bravery in trying to 
do something to meet that need; of 
an hour of great distress when the 
enemy pressed hard, and her soul 
was in sore straits; and of God’s 
unfailing faithfulness. This is the 
whole point of the simple recital — 
God is faithful (I Cor. 10:13). His 
word cannot be broken. Prayer 
never fails. 


I think I will tell the story as it 
worked itself out to me, for there 
is to me, and ever will be, a dis- 
tinct touch of awe—a touch of 
God’s own hand—jin the way in 
which I came to know the story 
personally. There is a story of 
guidance, guidance of an exquisite 
sort, as a prelude to the story it- 
self. 


It was a winter’s night up in 
Stockholm. The evening meeting 
was over, and a number of Chris- 
tian friends were gathered about 
the supper table. We were talk- 
ing, as we ate, of our experiences 
of God’s goodness. One lady pres- 
ent was induced to tell, through 
interpretation, a story of the un- 
usual experience of a friend of hers 
in Finland. 


It was about a woman who had 
to pay an unjust bill for lumber 
used in building a little chapel. 
She hadn’t enough money; all ef- 
forts to get more failed; legal ac- 
tion threatened; then during prayer 
the money in her little treasure- 
box increased in amount until there 
was enough to pay the claim. That 
is the bones of the story. 


It quite startled every one who 
heard it. Such a thing was unheard 
of in modern times. And doubt 
was freely expressed by some of 
the most earnest and thoughtful 
ones present. The doubt was not 
of God’s power to do such a thing, 
but of the accuracy of the story. 
The woman in her excitement must 
have made a mistake. Some friend 
was secretly helping, it was 
thought. Was she used to count- 
ing money? Was the box locked 
up so that no one else could get 
access to it? She was probably a 
good woman, but rather excitable. 
So question and comment ran on. 

As I listened to the story, then to 
the comments, I thought that if 
it were true — and our friend who 
told it to us, and who personally 


knew the woman in it, seemed 
quite assured herself of its being 
so —it should not be told until it 
could be thoroughly verified, but 
that if it could indeed be verified, 
it should be told, and told widely. 
So my wife and I began to slip in 
a daily petition at praying time, 
that if it were true as told, we 


might be led up to the little remote 
village, somewhere in Finland, I — 


knew not just where, to learn the 
story at first hand; and that I 
might be privileged to speak in the 
little chapel. 


"Step By Step” 
(Proverbs 4:12. “As thou 
goest, step by step, the way 
shall open up before thee.” 
— Free Translation. ) 

Several months went by. A re- 
quest came late that winter from 
Finland, but I was umable to ac- 
cept because of other work at thé 
time named. Then came another 
urgent request for a summer ap- 
pointment in Finland which I was 
glad to be able to accept. But it 
was on the southern coast of Fin- 
land, and this was a long distance 
—a full twelve hours’ journey— 
from the village of the story. Still 
the daily prayer went up that the 
Father’s own plan in this would 
work out. 

A little while later, while speak- 
ing in Christiania, a letter came 
requesting attendance at the an- 
nual meeting of the Free Church of 
Finland. I had never heard the 
name of the place of meeting be- 
fore, and hadn’t the remotest idea 
just where it was. So it was with 
intensest interest that we hastened 
down town to a tourist office to 
see a map and find out just where 
this place was. 

A touch of awe was felt as we 
saw that it was in the far north- 
ern part of Finland, and that we 
must pass straight through the vil- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


The Editor Says 


1. Frequent reports are coming 
by mail of those saved through our 
gospel literature and radio serv- 
ices. A lady on West Seventy- 
Sixth Street, Chicago, writes and 
says: 

“My brother was saved 
through your book, ‘Religious 
but Lost.’ ”’ 

This message, first printed in 
The Sword of the Lord, is now a 
beautiful little pamphlet (24 pages, 
colored cover, 5c each, 30c a doz- 
en, $2.00 a hundred). 

This morning a card comes from 
Lincoln, Nebraska, from a young 
lady, saying: 

“T have read the printed 
version of your sermon, “The 
Unpardonable Sin,’ and just 
wanted to let you know what 
it has meant to me. It has 
shown me the Light. I would 
like about six additional copies 
to give to friends who have 
not yet come to know and ac- 
cept Jesus Christ as_ their 
personal Saviour.” 

Praise the Lord! The message, 
“The Unpardonable Sin,” was 
preached at Binghamton, New 
York, in 1936, in a great union 
revival campaign. Taken down 
stenographically and revised, it 
was first published in The Sword 
of the Lord, is now in a small 
pamphlet (24 pages). It costs us 
about 1%c apiece to print and 


mail. You may have as many as 
you want within a reasonable lim- — 


(CONTINUED OY PAGE FOUR) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


THE FINNISH GOLD STORY 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


lage of the story to get there. The 
date of this second appointment 
came immediately upon the heels 
of the first. It began to seem very 
plain that we were “being taken” 
to the scene of the story. And 
that made it look as though it were 
indeed true, and that there was a 
purpose of God in its being known 
and told. But I determined to sift 
it most rigidly. 

Then there came a letter from 
the woman herself who had the ex- 
perience, and with whom I had 
corresponded in the winter, saying 
that she was to be a delegate at 
this Free Church meeting, and ask- 
ing me to speak at a district meet- 
ing of ministers and others ap- 
pointed to meet in her village a 
week later. Then came a request 
from the summer school of Fin- 
nish University students at a place 
within two hours of this village 
I was thinking about. 

Both places and dates of these 
gatherings fitted together as though 
it had been so arranged for con- 
venience in travel. The quiet sense 
of awe deepened. I felt that it 
had been arranged.- There was a 
plan of, action being worked out. 
The feeling that I was being led on 
by an unseen hand grew and stilled 
me. 
would meet this person, then 
straight into her village, and into 
her own home, and to speak in the 
little chapel, which was itself the 
standing witness in wood and brick 
of the wondrous experience. 


I had been praying that if that 
journey to Norway and Finland 
were indeed God’s own plan, the 
dates and places might dove-tail. 
And no itinerary carefully studied 
out for months before had ever 
dove-tailed more beautifully than 
this was doing. I was enabled to 
attend five annual national gather- 
ings, each of which touched the 
whole of Finland, and each a dif- 
ferent circle, and one less repre- 
sentative in attendance, and all 
within three weeks. 

I learned afterwards that our 
friend of the story had been pray- 
ing that her unusual experience 
might in some way become widely 
known, that so God’s great faith- 
fulness might be more known and 
appreciated. Then when first she 
learned that I was coming to Fin- 
land she began praying that the 
doors might open very wide to me, 
but was careful to do nothing 
toward that end herself, that so 
God's own purpose and power 
might be more evident. It is seen 
now how fully both these prayers 
were answered. 

Then our prayer had begun to 
include another very important 
item; namely, a good interpreter 
for the story. I would need one 
who was perfectly free in English 
as well as Swedish if I were to get 
a clear, intelligent understanding 
of the story. My experience in 
listening to broken English made 
me feel keenly how absolutely es- 
sential this was. Yet I knew that, 
humanly, it might be very diffi- 
cult. For good interpreters are 
rare. 

As it turned out it was even 
more difficult than I knew. For 
the people of this inland country 
district of Finland spoke and un- 
derstood, for the most part, only 
Finnish, the language used by 
about seven-eighths of the Finnish 
people. And so the interpreter that 
would have done for me ordinarily 
would not answer the purpose now 
unless he could speak freely three 
languages— namely, Finnish and 
English for the meetings, and 
Swedish also, for the story, for 
that was the native speech of the 
woman of the story. 

And as it all turned oyt the an- 
swer could not have b¢@en better. 
One of my interpreters bs as Free 
Church meeting — the manish in- 
terpreter — was an acquaintance of 
the woman of the story. She is a 
school teacher in the Finnish capi- 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter, 
April 26, 1940, at the post office 
at Wheaton, Illinois, under the Act 
of March 3, 1897. 


_ EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, 
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 


I was being led to where I- 


Published Weekly at 512 West 
Franklin Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


Subscription price, $1.00 a year. 
Canada and Foreign Countries 
$1.50 a vear 


tal, and combines in rare degree 
the intellectual and spiritual quali- 
ties that must combine in good in- 
terpretation. Finnish is her native 
speech; she has known Swedish 
also from early girlhood, and she 
spoke English as freely as I could 
wish. 


I heard afterwards that she is 
widely known as a school teacher, 
as an expert interpreter, and as a 
very earnest Christian. I have had 
no one in all my experience with 
interpreters who combined spirit- 
ual grasp and insight and spirit- 
ual sensitiveness with the keen ac- 
curate intellectual equipment to a 
fuller degree. And I have been un- 
usually blest in the rarely quali- 
fied interpreters whom God has 
graciously sent to me. This lady 
was on her vacation, and her ar- 
rangements were such that she 
could come, and she graciously of- 
fered to make her plans suit our 
need, and came for whatever days 
I would say. I hage anticipated a 
little in order to group together the 
items in the rare guidance that 
surrounds the story. 


The Background of the Picture 


It was with an unusual sense of 
awe, and of God’s gracious pres- 
ence, ever increasing, that we went 
on to Finland, and began the round 
of appointments there. I shall nev- 
er forget those three weeks in Fin- 
land. If ever I was moving in the 
current of the stream of God’s will, 
surely it was then, as constantly 
revealed by the quiet, irresistible 
power felt and seen in the meet- 
ings. I had only to think of steer- 
ing, steering to keep in the cur- 
rent; the power was in the current. 

So we came to meet our friend 
of the story, and so we came to 
her village, two hours by rail in- 
land from the Baltic coast of Fin- 
land, and so at last we came into 
her own simple home, and then in- 
to the plain little wooden chapel 
with its wondrous story of God’s 
faithfulness. 


We had nearly two days to get 
acquainted with our new friend, 
and to learn her story, before the 
meetings began. We found that she 
is the post-mistress. There really 
is not a village, only a railroad 
junction, whose importance is 
made the greater by the exten- 
sive railroad operations being car- 
ried on here by the Russian Gov- 
ernment. 


We found a very quiet woman 
in middle life, whose gentle, patient 
face told plainly her life story of 
careful planning, and hard work, 
and thinking of others. Her father 
had been a clergyman of the old 
conservative State Church in Abo, 
the ancient cathedral center of 
Finland, where her early life had 
been spent; her mother’s father 
was a physician. 


She has been post-mistress here 
for more than twenty years, a po- 
sition which can be held only by 
one passing the rigid government 
examination. That means more 
than it would in the United States 
or in England, for the post office 
in the country districts of Finland 
is practically the national or gov- 
ernment bank. In the absence of 
banks most money changes hands 
by registered mail instead of by 
bank check. The extensive railroad 
operations have much increased 
the volume of post-office business 
at this point, the work requiring 
usually three, sometimes four or 
five assistants. 

I found that during one quarter 
recently the registered mail pass- 
ing through her hands, whose con- 
tents were known, contained al- 
most one million Finnish marks 
(a German mark is about twenty- 
five cents or one shilling; a Finnish 
mark about twenty cents, or ten- 
pence),’that is about $200,000 or 
£40,000. That would make the an- 
nual sum passing through her 
hands that year, roughly, $800,000 
(£160,000); though I got the im- 
pression that that was a rather 
heavier quarter than usual. Besides 
this was registered mail whose 
money contents were not declared. 
This at once showed the great im- 
portance of her post, and the re- 
sponsibility with which she was in- 
trusted by the government. 


Her books were as carefully kept 
as any bank account books I have 
ever examined in my earlier bank- 
ing days; not only with pains- 
taking accuracy, but with the 
neatness of a skilled accountant. 
This seems a sufficient answer to 
the comments I heard when the 
story was told in Stockholm. She 


was accustomed through years to 
the careful counting of, and ac- 
counting for large funds. Pains- 
taking accuracy in money matters 
had become a life-habit deeply 
grained in. 

Then a few questions brought a 
picture of the sore need out of 
which the experience had grown. 
Finland, of course, has a State 
Church, the Lutheran, which is 
practically the only church in the 
country, the Free Church move- 
ment being of comparatively recent 
origin, and not yet legally or- 
ganized as a church. The whole 
country is divided into parishes, 
many quite large. The parish here, 
I found, was a large one with one 
church building in a population of 
some four thousand people, and in 
a territory eighteen English miles 
across. This church was about 
two and a half English miles away, 
the nearest others being four, ten, 
and twelve miles away. Meetings 
had been held in the houses, and 
school jhouses, many had been con- 
verted, and many others greatly 
blest. But the need of a little chap- 
el was sorely felt. Our quiet friend 
was the leader in all this, as well 
as in the building of the chapel. 

The story of the building of the 
chapel was a most fascinating one, 
but I think I must come at once to 
the story of the money. 


The Sore Need 


While the building was going up, 
there came in a bill for lumber 
which had been bought and re- 
ceived. But the amount was larg- 
er than it should have been. With 
the bill came a peremptory letter 
demanding immediate payment, 
and threatening legal action. The 
bill was for seven hundred and 
fifty-one Finnish marks (about 
$150, or £30), being twenty-seven 
dollars (£5,8s.) more than the 
right amount. The common com- 
mercial custom of the country pro- 
vides for long credit. The amount 
was unjust, the usual time of pay- 
ment was not given, and legal pro- 
ceedings threatened. This was a 
wholly unexpected and distressing 
complication. 


She was troubled to know what 
to do about the unjust increase in 
the bill. The difference of over 
one hundred and thirty marks was 
a serious one, in the condition of 
the chapel funds, and the great dif- 
ficulty experienced in getting funds. 
She could refuse to pay, and go 
to law, but that meant endless 
trouble, and additional expense, 
and, further, she could not feel 
free in her heart about engaging 
in a lawsuit over the Lord’s work. 
The words of Matthew 5:40 came 
repeatedly to mind. Finally she 
decided to pay the full amount if 
she must, but only under strong 
protest against the injustice. It 
greatly strengthened her after- 
wards in praying for the money 
that she was acting in the spirit 
of the Master’s teaching. 


The chapel funds were made up 
wholly of free-will offerings by the 
people attending the services. The 
people are very poor, the funds 
were very low. Our friend stood 
quite alone in the responsibility. 
There had been much opposition 
among the Church people to the 
chapel being built. It was a time 
of sore stress of soul. She cried to 
God, and there came to her a great 
quiet peace, that seemed to brood 
over her. Then she commenced 
praying for the money. This was 
in May of 1908. The legal action, 
if taken, would give her until Oc- 
tober. 


Then followed a never-to-befor- 
gotten time of tireless effort, con- 
stant disappointment, unceasing 
prayer, sore stress of spirit and yet 
a strangely quiet peace —all in- 
termingled. Every effort to get the 
money, either by gift or by bor- 
rowing, was entirely fruitless. 
There seemed only a stone wall at 
every turn. There was criticism, 
reproach, and even sneers, but very 
little money. Her difficulty be- 
came known in the little com- 
munity, and was freely discussed, 
especially by those opposed to the 
chapel, who said that now it must 
be sold to pay this debt. 


Still she prayed. In her words, 
“The prayer lamp burned day and 
night.” It was a time of great 
searching of heart and sore strain 
in her spirit. The final time of 
payment drew near. Now some- 
thing must be done. The law offi- 
cer or sheriff was a friendly man, 
but of course must do his duty. 
A last effort, involving a journey to 
a near-by town, proved unavailing. 
The man she hoped to see was 
abroad; his wife thought she ought 


not to have begun building till she 
had the money. As she returned 
on the train her spirit was in deep- 
est concern, and yet there was that 
strange sense of peace that would 
not leave. 

The telling of it to us brought 
back the experiences so vividly 
that she had to pause at times to 
get better control of herself in- 
wardly, though outwardly she was 
always very quiet and controlled. 
And we waited with a deep and 
deepening sense of awe as we were 
allowed to look into the secret re- 
cesses of a human soul, and wit- 
ness a little of the intensity of its 


struggles. 
The Story 


That was a Wondrous time on 
the train. The brooding presence 
of Jesus seemed so near as she 
quietly sat thinking, while the 
train noisily hurried on. Her soul 
was drawn out in prayer to an un- 
usual extent. In her dire extremity 
she cast herself upon God. Then 
there came into her mind some- 
thing she had thought of all dur- 
ing the building of the chapel. But 
now it seemed to have a new mean- 
ing. Her mind was turned to the 
time in the desert when the loaves 
and fishes were multiplied. Then 
this prayer seemed given to her 
that God would touch her slender 
chapel funds and do as in the 
desert, make them sufficient for 
the need. 

On her return home, as soon as 
she could get time from her work, 
she went to the drawer to get the 
little box where the chapel funds 
were kept. She had counted the 
money before that last journey, 
and found she had just three hun- 
dred and fifty marks ($70, or £14). 
Now she took the box out to the 
sitting-room. She had on hand 
ninety marks ($18, or £3, 12s.) of 
her own personal money. This she 
added to the Lord’s money, and 
poured all out upon the table. It 
was at the noon hour. The post- 
office, which was in one part of 
the dwelling, was closed. She was 
quite alone. 


She bowed in prayer over the 
table, spreading her hands out over 
the little heap of money, and 
prayed that God would indeed do 
as she believed He was leading her 
to ask. In simple child-like lan- 
guage she said, “Lord Jesus, bless 
Thy money as Thou didst bless 
the loaves in the wilderness. I will 
put my loaves, too, in Thy hands, 
and do Thou let them with Thine 
meet this need; let this money 
cover the amount of this bill.” So 
she remained a little in prayer. 

Then she counted one hundred 
marks ($20, or £4), and put it in 
a little heap by itself, then a sec- 
ond hundred, and a third, and so 
on, until there were seven such 
heaps of one hundred each, and a 
smaller heap of fifty-one marks. 
And she noticed that there was 
now much gold, though there had 
not been much gold in the box. 
This brought to her mind the 
words of Isaiah 60:17. 


With a great awe filling her be- 
ing, she fell upon her knees thank- 
ing the Lord Jesus; then she rose 
and carefully counted again. Again 
she placed her hands upon the 
money praising Jesus, whose pres- 
ence seemed very real, and again 
she prayed that the money might 
remain until she could pay the law 
officer. 

We went with her as she un- 
locked the drawer in which she al- 
ways kept the Lord’s treasure box, 
and reverently handled the plain 
little wooden box. No one looking 
at the big business-like bunch of 
keys, which she always carried in 
her pocket, and watching her un- 
locking the various drawers for pa- 
pers and record books, and careful- 
ly locking each again, could have 
any doubt about that box being 
locked securely where no hand but 
hers could get at it. 


Then she saw the sheriff, or law 
officer, and told him that now he 
could come, for she had _ the 
money. He couldn’t believe her, 
knowing well her struggles, and 
asked where she got it. In her 
simple quiet way she said the Lord 
had sent it. Two days later he said 
he would call on the morrow to 
collect the amount of the bill. 

That day, when free from the 
post-office duties, and quite alone, 
she took the box, and spread the 
money out again. Now she felt 
an impulse to put her own ninety 
marks in a little heap by itself 
before counting the rest. She 
obeyed this impulse. Again she 
spread her hands over the money 
and prayed and praised; again she 
counted, and how an additional 
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touch of God’s power was revealed 
—there was the full sum of S@ven 
hundred and fifty-one marks with- 
out her own scant, hard-earned 
and hard-saved money. 


Wath heart <<co full for words she 
fell upon her knees praising the 
Lord again and again. She under- 
stood better now what the Master 
was doing; she had freely given all 
her own reserve, but He would 
make the funds enough without 
her own slender store. Again she 
prayed that the money might re- 
main until the collector came. 


The next day he came. She had 
him sit at the opposite side of the 
table while she told him her story. 
He was much moved. Then she did 
as before, poured the money out 
of the box, quietly prayed and 
praised over it, then counted it out 
to the man. Now some few silver 
coins were left over, after the bill 
was paid though she had put her 
own money aside. She had often 
prayed that the little Lord’s treas- 
ury-box might never be quite 
empty, and that prayer was now 
being remembered. The collector 
was greatly moved, and drew five 
marks from his pocket saying, “I 
want to put a little to this wonder- 
ful money.” 


So the money was paid, and the 
legal receipt duly made out. Then 
our friend wrote a note to be sent 
with the money to the lumber 
dealer. It said that the amount of 
the bill was unjust as he knew, 
and was now being paid under 
strong protest, but in accordance 
with the spirit of love in the words 
of the Saviour in Matthew 5:40. 
So the bit of witnessing went with 
the gold. 


That is the story. She had three 
hundred and fifty Finnish marks 
in a little box under lock ($70, or 
£14). To this she added ninety 
marks of her own, making four 
hundred and forty marks in all. 
This sum increased to seven hun- 
dred and fifty-one marks, an in- 
crease of three hundred and eleven 
marks (slightly over $62, or £12. 
8s.). Then a second time it in- 
creased to seven hundred and fifty- 
one marks, without her own ninety 
marks, a total increase of four 
hundred and one marks (slightly 
over $80, £16), then it still fur- 
ther increased a slight sum, which 
remained in the box after this bill 


was paid. 
This increase came _ through, 
prayer, alone, without human 


means being used, though the ut- 
most effort had been made to get 
human help. The prayer was of- 
fered only because she felt moved 
to do so. The increase came only 
after five months of tireless yet 
wearying effort, continual prayer, 
sore strain of spirit, and very much 
suffering of mind and spirit, and 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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THE FINNISH GOLD STORY 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


after real sacrifice that cut deep 
down into her own life. And that 
sacrifice was, as I incidentally 
learned, only a part of the sacri- 
fice she had been yielding to in her 
own home and life, at every step, 
since the building of the chapel 


_ had commenced. 


This was the same sort of thing 
that took place daily for many 
months with the widow of Zare- 
phath (I Kings 17:8-16). It is 
identically the same as occurred 
with that prophet’s widow, whose 
two sons were about to be sold 
into slavery to pay her debt (II 
Kings 4:1-7), and again, with the 
multiplying of the loaves to feed 
the hungry in a time of sore fam- 
ine (II Kings 4:42-44). It is not 
different in kind, only in degree, 
from the feeding of the great mul- 
titudes twice, by our Lord, with a 
few loaves and fishes, and enough 
pieces left over, and carefully 
gathered, to feed still other hun- 
gry (Matt. 14:13-21; 15:32-39, with 
parallels). It belongs in the same 
group with the two great catches 
of fish in the Gospels, where the 
Master’s presence increased the 
supplies required for the need 
(Luke 5:1-11; John 21:1-14). 


I must confess that we had 
rather a wet time, the interpreter, 
my wife and I, as we sat with our 
friend, listening to her story, look- 
ing at her neatly-kept diary of 
those wondrous days, watching 
reverently as she lived over again 
the stress and then the joy of those 
days, pausing with her as the sud- 
den flush of feeling was quietly 
gotten under control, then listen- 
ing again, and questioning, and in 
our hearts trying to praise such a 
faithful Saviour, and Friend, and 
Master. 


What It Means 


The teaching of this simple, 
startling story is very plain. And 
most earnestly do I ask that no 
editorial shears shall ever part this 
paragraph and what follows from 
the story itself. The teaching is 
not that we are to ask God to mul- 
tiply our money in this way. Or, 
even that we may do so. If ever 
again He leads some trusting child 
of His to do something of this 
same sort, that one will recognize 
His leading without needing to de- 
pend on such an incident as this, 
and will recognize it better yet as 
the results come. This same thing 
may not occur again in a genera- 
tion or in many generations. I have 
never before heard of such a case, 
though for years’ I have kept a 
sharp look-out for striking actual 
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experiences of God's dealings. This 
came in a sore emergency. It was 
an emergency transaction. 

The simple teaching of the ex- 
perience for us is this: God never 
fails anyone who depends upon 
Him. He never disappoints. His 
Word never fails. True prayer 
guided by the Holy Spirit, bathed 
in the spirit of sacrifice, never fails 
and cannot. Should an emergency 
arise, where men have wholly re- 
fused to let Him»use them in send- 
ing help, and everything else fails, 
He will do an act of creation be- 
fore He will let His Word fail, or 
let any trusting child of His be dis- 
appointed in his dependence upon 
Him. God Himself is the only one 
who knows when such an emer- 
gency arises. His Spirit guides the 
prayer. This is the one touch-stone 
of all true prayer. 

Some might think, without 
thihking much, that here is an 
easy way out of money difficulties, 
if we can go to God and have our 
money increased in this way. Yet 
such a thing may not occur even in 
sore need. For notice, this little 
chapel is not yet wholly paid for. 
This is one of the burdens of serv- 


ice which our Finnish friend, at | 


her country post-office up yonder, 
is carrying just now, and constant- 
ly praying over. There yet remains 
over eight hundred dollars (£160) 
unpaid." That is a large sum to 
these people to whom the chapel 
has become aé_ spiritual home; 
much more than it sounds to Amer- 
ican or British ears. They are poor 
country folk. The money being 
given constantly comes out of 
hard-earned and carefully counted 
and frugally eked-out funds. Our 
friend has no thought of praying 
that this debt shall be met in like 
manner. That prayer has not been 
put into her heart. Where it is all 
to come from she often wonders, as 
she prays and plans and nurses 
the funds, and prays some more. 


The School of Prayer 


There's a further bit of a living 
sermon here. It is this: true 
prayer is put into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit. The yearnings of 
our hearts after God, and for loved 
ones, and for special needs, are 
simply echoed yearnings. They 
are in God’s heart. They are there 
first, and most. They are simply 
echoed in our hearts from His. His 
great yearning is that we shall be 
in such simple touch with Him- 
self, that He can echo His own 
heart’s longings in our hearts. 

In our quiet brooding-time, along 
with Him over His inspired Word, 
day after day, He draws near to us. 
He trains our judgment. He 
schools our understanding. He dis- 
ciplines our inner spirit. He opens 
the ears of our hearts (Eph. 1:18). 
He teaches us what to pray for, 
and how to pray, and—even more 
—how to pray persistently. . 

There was a special session of 
five months in that school-room 
of prayer, before He put into our 
Finnish friend’s heart the prayer 
which from the first He planned 
that she should offer. She wasn’t 
ready to offer it till it was put into 
her heart. If she had offered it 
sooner of her own accord, it would 
have brought nothing. True prayer 
is not a matter of logical conclu- 
sion mentally arrived at from 
examining some promise of God's 
Word. It is far deeper than that, 
while still very simple. True 
prayer is hammered into shape up- 
on the anvil of the knees, while 
the fire burns hot, and every strike 
of the hammer is keenly felt. 

It is difficult to-tell the sense 
of awe mingled with intense in- 
terest with which we went down 
the very dusty country road to 
look at the little chapel. It was 
a very unpretending structure, 
thoroughly built, and practically 
arranged. There was a smaller 
room opening out of the larger, 
with a little combination kitchen 
and sleeping-room at one side. Up- 
stairs was the “prophet’s cham- 
ber,” combining sleeping and 
study-room for the preachers when 
they were so blest as to have some 
one come. 

But Sunday is a busy day re- 
gardless of the presence of a 
“proper preacher.” At ten is a 
Sunday school in Finnish, at noon 
a preaching service which our 
friend takes when no one else can 


The title to the property is vested in 
a holding board of trustees which has 
been formed to hold title to all Free 
Church property. in Finland, so best 
meeting the legal situation. 


be gotten, at four a Swedish Sun- 
day school. The caretaker is a 
woman of practical versatility, 
keeping the place in order, opening 
it for services, sleeping in the com- 
bination kitchen, and, being a con- 
verted woman, teaching the Finn- 
ish Sunday School. About two 
hundred can be crowded in when 
all available space is thrown to- 
gether. 

But there were many more than 
that during the few days of meet- 
ings. The inner space was crowd- 
ed almost to discomfort, speaker 
and interpreter having no extra 
elbow space on the platform. And 
each window brought to view a 
group of eager listeners standing 
without. Was it any wonder that 
in such a building the Spirit of 
God moved so mightily though 
gently upon human hearts! It 
seemed as though the heavens 
opened, and the upper gales blew 
softly down and swept over the 
people. Heart doors that had been 
tight shut opened up at that touch, 
and some only partly open swung 
wide. 

As we walked over the little 
chapel with our quiet friend, ques- 
tioning, listening, thinking, it be- 
came clear and then clearer that 
this story we had come for, was 
only one chapter in a story. It 
was a sort of climax chapter, those 
going before were of the same sort, 
all leading up to this climax. It 
was a long story running through 
a number of years, a story of 
longing, of struggle, of steady, pa- 
tient fighting against difficulties of 
every imaginable sort, of most 
stubborn resistance to all her plan- 
nings, as though some unseen spir- 
it force were pitted against her, of 
persistence in effort and prayer al- 
ways just a bit more persistent 
than the resistance, and of an un- 
failing, unseen Friend by her side. 
Here seemed to be one secret of the 
final victory. This was the decisive 
factor. It was persistence that had 
won and won only because it was 
more persistent, and would still 
hold on just a bit longer. 


The Master’s Word in that 
prayer-parable of Luke eighteen 
(Luke 18:1-8) came to mind, “al- 
ways to pray, and not to faint.” 
The chief thing in the conflict of 
life and of service is prayer. The 
chief temptation in such fighting 
and prayer is to tire out and give 
up. It seems as though some in- 
visible power were trying to wear 
us out, to exhaust our bodily 
strength, and so our persistence. 
The chief factor in prayer, on the 
human side, is persistence, a gentle 
cheery undiscourageable persist- 
ence, but without the common ele- 
ment of stubbornness. 


That word “stubborn” really 
stands for a sort of blind animal 
doggedness, from which the ele- 
ments of intelligence and reason- 
ableness are absent (Psa. 32:9). 
There is a strength that is strong 
enough to hold on, but not strong 
enough to do it graciously, and to 
yield on non-essentials. The per- 
sistence that the Holy Spirit gives 
and strengthens, sees, feels, listens, 
shifts the position slightly here and 
there to meet the opposition more 
intelligently, but never yields on 
the main issue. Yet there is a 
quietness, a cheeriness, a gentle- 
ness of spirit, a sweet reasonable- 
ness wholly absent from persist- 
ence of the stubborn sort. This 
has enormous influence in break- 
ing down the opposition. Only the 
Holy Spirit can give such persist- 
ence. And He can give it only to 
him who goes to school daily, 
steadily, and tries faithfully to 
learn his lessons. That is what the 
Master means by “not to faint.” 
This cheery undiscourageable per- 
sistence (Luke 11:8, 9) is one of 
the great traits of the prayer that 
changes things; the other is defi- 
niteness (Matt. 18:19; Mark 11: 
24). 


Merely A Climax 


Our friend’s experience brought 
this all up to mind afresh. In 
the beginning it seemed wholly im- 
possible to get a lot on which to 
build. Slowly, bit by bit, things 
changed, the foreign owner of the 
land wanted came unexpectedly on 
a visit to his property, the direct 
appeal was favorably received at 
last, in the change of ownership 
of a large tract a free grant was 
made for the chapel, then a bit of 
cunning, under-handed red - tape 
threatened to affect the clear title, 
finally the bit of land was secured 
with a clear title in perpetuity. 
But it was fighting and keen work, 
one ditch after another, every step 
of the long slow way; persistent 
opposition, yet more persistent 
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his new eighteen page pamphlet, 
with nice colered cover, Was Christ 
Crucified On Friday Or ...? We 
find the booklet very helpful and 
think it gives definite evidence that 
Jesus was crucified on Wednesday, 
and was in the grave literally three 
days and three nights. If you want 
the book, Brother Drake will be 
glad to mail it to you for 10c. We 
commend it. His address is 1732 
S. Center Street, Terre Haute, In- 
diana. 


If your young people are tempted 
and tested by evolution-teaching 
high school or college professors, 
we recommend that you get for 
them Dr. Harry Rimmer’s fine 
book, The Theory of Evolution and 
the Facts of Science. I got it for 
my daughter, Grace, when she was 
in high school, and it proved a 
great stay to her. How it did em- 
barrass the professor! 


ably when that book was brought 
to class. He asked to see it, and 
seemed to study it carefully. It 
shows up the fraudulent ‘‘evidence,”’ 
the guesses and suppositions and 
vagaries of the evolution teachers! 
Evolution is not a fact. It is not 
even scientific. It is only the guess 
of people who hate the Bible and 
do not want to believe what God 
says. The book will be mailed post- 
paid for $1.00, and we know it 


hanging-on, with the wondrous un- 
seen Friend never failing in sug- 
gestion and in strength. 


Then when building could be be- 
gun, it seemed impossible to get 
lumber. None was to be gotten 
anywhere. The season’s supply was 
all bought up. But the faithful in- 
ner Friend kept her hopefully hop- 
ing in the midst of most hopeless 
circumstances (Romans 4:17-21). 
Then an unexpected raft of logs 
came floating down the river. So, 
step by step she plodded on, prices 
were lowered, unconverted men of- 
fered their labor, the best builder 
was secured, difficulties rose and 
were downed. It was one long 
story of opposition, reproach, criti- 
cism, prayer and the unfailing 
faithfulness of God. The bit that 
came at the end was simply a 
climax. It fitted perfectly as a 
capstone to the whole structure of 
faith going up with the going up 
of the chapel. That capstone was 
brought forth with glad shoutings 
of praise to our wondrous faithful 
God (Zech. 4:6-10). 

And to the praise of His grace 
it is put down here that men may 
trust Him more, and more simply. 


(From the book, The Quiet Time 
and The Finnish Gold Story, by 
S. D. Gordon, printed by Fleming 
H. Revell Company; used by the 
kind permission of the publishers. ) 


And he| 
grew rather deferential and seemed | 
to modify his statements consider- | 
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will be abundantly helpful. Preach- — 
ers need it for sermon preparation, 
answering questions, etc. How it 
does strengthen faith in the Word 
of God! 


The Scofield Reference Bible, 
Number Z183X with the brand new 
zipper cover, is delightfully con- 
venient. It has all the Scofield 
notes, fine India paper, is silk 
sewed, has a good Concordance,,as 
well as the regular helps. It has 
a strong cowhide cover (stronger 
than Morocco leather), and it is 
closed by a strong zipper so that 
your Bible is as carefully preserved 
as if enclosed in a separate leather 
case. This is large type edition, 
and sells for $9.50. The smaller 
type Scofield Bible, Number Z133X, 
similar in other respects, India pa- 
per, all helps, Concordance, etc., 
with fine leather binding and zip- 


per closing, is $7.50. These prices 


are postpaid. 


Here are some dollar bargains. 


1. One copy of What Is Wrong 
With the Movies? (35c), one copy 
Lodges Examined By the Bible 
(35c), one copy Jewish Persecu- 
tion and Bible Prophecies (25c), 
one copy of Bible Facts About 
Heaven (25c). All four (usual 
price $1.20), postpaid, for $1.00. 

2. Four copies of What Is Wrong 
With the Movies (usually $1.40), 
special price, postpaid, for $1.00. 

3. Four copies of Lodges Ez- 
amined By the Bible (usual price 
$1.40), all four, special price, post- 
paid, $1.00. 


4. Five copies of Jewish Perse- 
cution and Bible Prophecies which 
has been greatly used of God in 
winning Jews. One man bought 
1,000 copies. (Usual price $1.25.) 
Special price, five copies, postpaid, 
for $1.00, 


5. Five copies of the new and 
beautiful book, the loveliest we 
have ever had printed, Bible Facts 
About Heaven (Five copies bought 
separately would cost $1.25). Sent 
postpaid, for $1.00. 


6. A special bargain of seventeen 
books and booklets by John R. 
Rice, including What Is Wrong 
With the Movies? Jewish Perse- 
cution and Bible Prophecies, Bible 
Lessons on Revelation, Second 
Coming of Christ in Daniel, Bible 
Baptism, and others, about 700 
pages of gospel meat, postpaid, for 
$1.00. 


7. For Bible study classes; ten 
copies of Bible Lessons on Revela- 
tion, or ten copies of The Second 
Coming of Christ in Daniel, or five 
copies each, postpaid, for only 
$1.00. Especially useful for Bible 
classes in homes or churches. Write 
The Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
512 West Franklin St., Wheaton, 
Illinois. 
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Very Popular Special Books 


By C. B. Hedstrom, Chairman of the Chicago and the 
International Business Men’s Committees 


Heart-touching sketches from life by this great Christian lay- 
man, and messages from the Word of God. How business men 
are thrilled by this book! 127 pages, cloth bound. Picture of Mr. 
Hedstrom on the jacket. Price, postpaid, only........ scouabianasaaeaiel 75c 
IE TG sonic ccvdcdeninteaystatencces nbonsendtnodmalicaniaiiiiain 50c ) 

Full Assurance 
By H. A. Ironbide, Pastor vf Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Part I has eight blessed chapters on the need for assurance, 
and the Bible teaching on assurance. Part II deals with difficul- 
ties which hinder full assurance, and other words of counsel. This 
is a rich book of blessing. 128 pages, cloth bound. Price, post- 


SNES UNMET, Reside dtp esis dip Ua unas decode leneielelieniaie naniicdinidbamapetnaindicoonip colcotine dedi 75c 
(Same book but paper binding, only... ect 20c) 
These Forty Years 
By Melvin E. Trotter, D.D. 


The life story of this great soul winner. 120 pages, cloth bound. 
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The Old Fashioned Revival Hour 
AND THE BROADCASTER 
By J. Elwin Wright 
The thrilling story of Rev. Charles E. Fuller and Mrs. Fuller 
and their world-wide radio broadcast which wins thousands of 
souls. A marvelous story of God’s grace. Every home should have 
this book. 254 pages, thirteen illustrations. 


A rich treat. Price, postpaid.... 
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Every one of the above are very special, the very cream of their 
kind. Every one has more pages for the money than is cus- 
tomary. All are by famous men, internationally known, greatly 
used soul winners. Better get every one. 


Some Day 


Price, postpaid, 
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Miracles In Answer 
To Prayer 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


Faith for salvation gets salvation, 
faith for miracles gets miracles. 
And this promise, like the great 
commission is to all the world, 
even to “every creature.” 

You may say that the New Tes- 
ta@ment Christians had very few of 
such miracles, and that is true. 
But they had them. The apostles 
had miracles. We are told that 
even one of the deacons, not an 
apostle, worked miracles with 
God’s power. “And Stephen full of 
faith and power did great wonders 
and miracles among the people’ 
(Acts 6:8). 

And in the book of James, the 
elders of churches are encouraged 
to pray for the sick, when they 
were called for, anointing them 
with oil in the name of the Lord, 
and are promised that “the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick and the 
Lord shall raise him up” (James 5: 
14:, 15). Surely the answer to 
such prayers would often mean 
supernatural, miraculous healing of 
one who would otherwise, accord- 
ing to natural laws, die. I say the 
Bible repeatedly encourages Chris- 
tians to believe that the miracle- 
working God can still work mir- 
acles in answer to prayer. 

Preachers are often afraid that 
Christians will ask too much. They 
discourage people from asking im- 
probable things or things which 
are humanly impossible. Not so 
the Bible. It is a striking fact that 
God always encourages Christians 
to ask for more, and never less, 
and encourages them to ask for 
the seemingly impossible as seri- 
ously as the probable, providing, 
of course, that it would honor the 
Lord to answer such a prayer and 
that He, therefore, would give the 
‘faith to claim such an answer. 


Gonsider how in First Corin- 
thians, chapter ten, the miraculous 
dealings of God with Israel includ- 
ing the passage through the Red 
Sea, the manna from Heaven, and 
the river of water flowing out of 
‘a rock, all outstanding miracles, 
are recalled (I Cor. 10:1-5). Then 
verse 6 says: “Now these things 
were our examples, to the intent 
we should not lust after evil things, 
—as they also lusted.” And verse 
11 says: ‘‘Now all these things 
happened unto them for ensam- 
ples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come.” 

The miracles of the Old Testa- 
ment are sample miracles, and a 
record of them is given for our 
admonition! 

What kind of prayers should 
New Testament Christians pray? 


The Bible answers that we should 
pray like Elijah, who prayed for, 
and received, some of the most 
startling miracles of the Old Tes- 
tament. We are commanded: 
“Confess your faults.one to 
another and pray one for an- 
other that ye may be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth 
much. Elias was a man sub- 
ject to like passions as we 
are, and he prayed earnestly 
that it might not rain: and 
it rained not on the earth by 
the space of three years and 
six months. And he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave 
rain, and the earth brought 

forth her fruit” (James 5:16- 

18). 

In effect, God commands us to 
pray like Elijah for rain or drouth 
or for fire from Heaven, or for 
the pot of oil to multiply and the 
meal to fail not! Do not be amazed 
then at the way God multiplied 
the gold of the Finnish woman 
who believed in Elijah’s God and 
prayed like Elijah, as told in The 
rinnish Gold Story in this issue. 


The Day of Miracles Is Not Past 


God still works miracles when. it 
pleases Him. In fact, even in mod- 
ern times there are many, many 
well authenticated examples of 
miracles which God has done in an- 
gswer to prayer. Dr. R. A. Torrey 
tells us in the preface of his book 
on Divine Healing that he has 
seen many miracles in ansyer to 
prayer. Dr. A. J. Gordon, the 
famous pastor of the Clarendon 


Street Baptist Church in Boston, | 


founder of the Boston Bible Col- 
lege, a co-worker with D. L. Moody, 
has a wonderful book, The Min- 
istry of Healing, and he gives many 
remarkable cases of miraculous 
healing, some attested by doctors, 
some attested by multitudes of 
witnesses. 


Dr. Charles A. Blanchard, for 
many years president of Wheaton 
College, a great educator, a great 
Christian, a great scholar, in his 
book on Getting Things From God, 
gives some remarkable cases of 
miracles in answer to prayer, in- 
cluding the case of one man who 
was literally raised from the dead, 
Dr. Blanchard believed, after hav- 
ing been pronounced by physicians 
to have been dead several hours. 


George Muller, the great man of 
prayer who got millions of dol- 
lars in answer to prayer without 
even taking a collection or asking 
any man for a penny, tells of some 
cases when the answers to his 
prayers were clearly miraculous, 
including the healing of his own 
body. ; 
Well authenticated cases of mir- 
acles in answer to prayer have 
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Revival Sermons 


BY JOHN R. RICE 
“‘What Must I Do To Be Saved?” 


It is named for one of the sermons in the book. These sermons 
been used of God to win hundreds, perhaps thousands of souls. 
You will want to read the following chapters: 


“All Have Sinned" 


"Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You Out!" 


The Bible Hell, A Literal 


The Mad House, Hell — Why God Permits It; Who 
Goes There and How To Miss It 


Religious But Lost, or, False Hopes of Heaven 
"What Must | Do To Be Saved?" 


These are the messages preached on radio WMBI recently, re- 
sulting in many blessings, but given here much fuller. 
Do not confuse this large book of revival sermons, cloth bound, 


with the little pamphlet of sixteen pages by the same name. 
These sermons are so piercing, so sensational in their attack 


on sin, so filled with: Scripture, 


salvation in Christ alone that we feel they will please every 
preacher, every Christian who reads them and will lead many 
sinners to Christ and His salvation. If you find the book not as 
represented, or if it fails to prove a real blessing, return it in one 
week in good condition, unmarked, say it was not worth the dol- 
lar to you, and your money will be refunded without question. 
We urge that preachers especially be given copies to encourage 
them in strong revival preaching concerning sin and hell and 


judgment and salvation. 


Beautiful cloth bound book, 150 pages, only 
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come to light in connection with 
soldiers in the World War, in con- 
nection with missionaries in the 
foreign field. They include miracu- 
lous deliverances, provision, cast- 
ing out of devils and healing of 
the sick. 

Let me make it clear that I do 
not believe it is always God's will 
to heal, and I have no part in the 
ordinary public healing services. 
I know that oftentimes it is God’s 
will for his saints to be sick for 
blessed reasons, just as it was His 
will not to remove Paul’s thorn in 
the flesh or to heal Timothy’s weak 
stomach. Sometimes it is God’s 
will for His saints to die and go 
home to Heaven. But I am assured 
in my heart that God does, when it 
pleases Him, and when He gives 
faith for it, heal the sick in an- 
swer to prayer and that such heal- 
ings are sometimes miraculous; 
supernatural, not natural; extra- 
ordinary, and not ordinary; a di- 
rect intervention of God. 

I give my personal testimony 
that I have seen what I must call 
miracles in answer to prayer. Once 
I prayed for a dear woman in Fort 
Worth, Texas, who was dying with 
tuberculosis, having spent two 
years in a state hospital and who 
was sent home to die. She had 
given away her two children. 
There seemed no human hope and 
the end was expected every day. 
After I prayed, anointing her with 
oil in the name of the Lord, at 
her request, in her home, she was 
up in two weeks doing her own 
house work, gained forty pounds 
in a few weeks time, and when 
I saw her some years later, she 
had had no recurrence of the old 
trouble. 

Again in St. Joseph’s Hospital 
in Fort Worth, I had the joy of 
winning to Christ a woman who 
had taken poison, several tablets 
of bichloride of mercury. After 
she trusted in the Saviour, I felt 
led to pray for her recovery, and 
did, and she and I together claimed 
God’s promises. The doctors said 
that the lining of the stomach was 
destroyed, that she didn’t have one 
chance in a thousand to live. A 
remarkable change took place in 
the patient, and she went back to 
Oklahoma with loved ones who 
came to attend her funeral! 

A few months ago I clipped from 
the daily newspaper the following 
account:. 


“Hemphill, Texas, June 14 
(1939)—-(AP).— Mrs. Mattie 
Boyett, 69 years old, believes 
prayer restored her sight after 
fifteen years of blindness. 


“Ill of an incurable malady, 
Mrs. Boyett prayed for two 
days and nights that she might 
see her grandchildren. She 
feared death was near. 


“Monday she could see dim- 
ly. Tuesday her sight was 
stronger. 
“A prominent Sabine county 
physician examined Mrs. Boy- 
ett. He said she apparently 
suffered from glaucoma but he 
could not account for her re- 
stored sight. He never had 
heard of a similar case. . 
“Mrs. Boyett lost the sight 
of an eye 32 years ago. A 
film grew over the other and 
she was blind fifteen years. 
The film has disappeared. ‘No 
physician has treated her eye 
for several years, she said.” 
Again we say there are many 
fakes, many frauds, many false 
claims, but there is abundant evi- 
dence to one who believes God that 
He still hears and answers prayer 
the same. 

Does God still work miracles? 
If He still saves sinners, He does, 
for every genuine regeneration is 
a literal miracle, a supernatural 
act of God contrary to nature. Ev- 
ery direct leading of the Holy 
Spirit is a supernatural miracle 
that cannot possibly be explained 
on natural grounds. Every endue- 
ment of Holy Spirit power for soul 
winning is a miracle, nothing less. 

But someone replies that the day 
of PHYSICAL miracles is past. 
But in that, too, they are certainly 
mistaken. For every SPIRITUAL 
miracle of regeneration guarantees 
that a PHYSICAL miracle will fol- 


‘low. For every case of salvation 


that is begun by a change of heart 
will be ended in a resurrected, glo- 
rified body! The second coming of 
Christ will be a miracle. The sound 
of His trumpet will be a miracle. 
And millions of miracles will hap- 
pen in the cemeteries of the world 
when the bodies of the saints that 
Sleep are brought forth and the 
souls of the saved enter again in- 
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Friday, October 4, 1940 


The Editor Says 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


it, however, whether you have 
money or not. | ; 

From Coloma, Michigan, a sailor 
in the navy writes, saying: 

“I have read your book on 
Heaven, and I have accepted 
my Saviour Jesus Christ.’ 
When he gets out of the navy 

he plans to go to a Bible school 
and says, “My earnest desire is 
to become an evangelist like your- 
self, and really get the gospel out 
to sinners.” God bless him! We 
trust the book on Heaven will be 
used of God to save many souls. 
It makes plain that Jesus is the 
way to Heaven. 

From Bridgman, Michigan, a 
young lady writes, “Please send 
me your book on ‘Heaven.’ I am 
glad I accepted Jesus last week.” 
She was listening to the radio 
broadcast WMBI, and, we suppose 
that through the radio message 
she was saved. Praise the Lord! 

2. About 5,300 people wrote Ra- 
dio Station WMBI, The Moody Bi- 
Ble Institute radio station, about 
the editor’s broadcasts, and ask- 
ing for the book on Heaven, ac- 
cording to latest report. Last week 
we announced that between 3,000 
and 4,000 had written, but a long 
distance phone call from Moody 
asked us for at least 2,500 more 
books on Heaven. We had already 
taken 2,780 copies; and the office 


staff of radio WMBI have been 
|overrun with the burden of open- 
‘ing and reading mail, answering 
questions, addressing envelopes, 
etc. We believe, from the reports 
given us, that the total number will 
be over 5,300, when tabulation is 
complete. Some of these are hav- 
ing to wait for the second printing 
of the book on Heaven. Already 
the second 5,000 copies have been 
ordered, and will be off the press, 
God willing, about the time this 
paper reaches you. We praise God 
for the way He is blessing this new 
book on Heaven. The second edi- 
tion will be like the first, with a 
few mistakes corrected. You may 
have it at 25c a copy, 5 copies for 
$1.00, postpaid. 

3. A blessed revival has begun 
at Aurora, Illinois, in the Claim 
Street Baptist Church. Our serv- 
ices began there Thursday night 
of last week. Friday night after 
the benediction three young peo- 
ple were saved. First, Miss Lola 
Mae Bradshaw, one of the editor’s 
secretaries, won a young woman to 
the Lord. She was of a Lutheran 
family, I believe, but was hungry 
for the gospel and gladly accepted 
Christ when the matter was made 
clear to her. 


Then the pastor took a young 
man to the prayer room and won 
him to the Lord. When the young 
man came back to claim the Sav- 
iour, a young woman friend of his 
was evidently greatly moved; and 
it was my privilege to make plain 
the plan of salvation and pray with 
her and see her claim the Lord 
most happily, and with tears. We 
stood about and sang: 


“O happy day that fixed my 
choice 
On Thee, my Saviour, and 
my God! 
Well may this glowing heart 
rejoice, 
And tell 
abroad, 

“Happy day, happy day, 

When Jesus washed my sins 
away.” 

The church was packed for three 
services Sunday; morning, after- 
noon, and night. Sunday night the 
power of God came upon the con- 
gregation. We remember twelve 
who came forward; three of them 
men. Two told us that they were 


its rapture all 


to the physical bodies raised from 
the dead! 

The study of the prophetic Scrip- 
tures is a study of miracles. The 
book of Revelation tells of miracle 
after miracle. We can be certain 
that the day of miracles is not 
passed and that a miracle working 
Christ still has His omnipotent 
hand on the universe; that He sus- 
tains it, and that He will show 
His marvelous power in the last 
days by many more literal, physi- 
cal wonders, miracles that cannot 
be denied. 

We had a great blessing from 
reading The Finnish Gold Story 
by S. D. Gordon, and are trusting 
that the faith of Christians every- 
where will be established in a 
miracle-working God who keeps 
His promises and answers the 
prayer of faith, by this testimony. 
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backsliders, and the others, as far 
as we know, came to claim 

as Saviour, and gave evidence of 
assurance in Him. Pastor J. R. 
Humphries is a fine leader of his 
people. There were over 500 pres- 
ent in Sunday School. We had a 
good radio service from 12:30 to 
1:00 us The prospect is for a 
blessed Holy Ghost revival in 
these two weeks that*remain. The 
Claim Street Baptist Church is at 
the end of State Street on Claim 
Street in Aurora. We should be 
most happy to have our friends 
visit us, and especially we want 
your prayers. 


4. My dear friend, E. J. (Jack) 
Dedman, of Shreveport, Louisiana, 
writes an encouraging letter. He 
says, “An old friend of mine 77 
years of age said to me the other 
day after reading his paper (The 
Sword of the Lord): ‘Dedman, this 
paper is like Spurgeon’s paper my 
Father and Mother treasured so 
much in their day. Praise God for 
men who will let the gentle Spirit 
of God lead them to record those 
things that help our poor hearts.” 


We rejoice at the usefulness God 
is giving this paper. We believe 
that God is using it as the most 
evangelistic weekly in America, re- 
sulting in more souls saved than 
any other. If there are others be- 
ing so greatly used, we praise God 
for it; and we pray that many 
more may be saved through our 
humble ministry. 


5. Rev. Charles E. Fuller, of the 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour ra- 
dio broadcast, gives us permission 
to print a series of his blessed gos- 
pel messages. They will appear 
from time to time in The Sword of 
the Lord. Taken down by stenogra- 
phers, they are just as preached by 
this spirit-filled an@ greatly used 
revivalist on the Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour, broadcast over about 
150 radio stations every Sunday 
night, as we recall. Perhaps you 
can hear it before or after attend- 
ing your local church services. If 
you do not hear this man of God, 
why not find the Sunday night 
broadcast. somewhere between 7:00 
and 10:00 in your newspaper radio 
broadcast schedules? Or phone 
your local radio station. Or you 


may write to the Old Fashioned 


Revival Hour, P. O. Box 123, Los 
Angeles, California, for a schedule 
of broadcasts. 


And we call the attention of the 
readers again to the fact that we 
want to print the best soul win- 
ning sermons by the men God has 
filled with His Spirit to win the 
lost to Him. 


6. If you want some good tracts, 
write Rev. William J. Fox, 2011 
Wellington Avenue, Chicago. His 
tracts on Mary, the Mother of Our 
Lord (8 pages, 25c per dozen; $1.50 
per hundred) is especially fine for 
Roman Catholics. He will send you 
samples of this one and others 
free. Better yet, send $1.00 to join 
the Scripture Witness League, and 
he will mail you 500 assorted 
tracts, which you promise to give 
out within one year. Brother Fox’s 
tracts are sound and helpful, and 
will do much good. 


Lovely Wall Crosses 


= Made of Permastone, 
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